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Getting Ready for Census 2010
Census 2010 Overview

Purpose of the Censusp
• Mandated in the U.S. Constitution Article 1, 

Section 2 for the purpose of:Section 2 for the purpose of:
Apportionment 
Redistricting Redistricting 
Distribution of Federal Funds

C  D t  i  l  d f  it  b d • Census Data is also used for community based 
planning for everything from Roads to Schools
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
Census 2010 Overview

2010 Census will focus on counting the populationg p p
• Only 10 questions will be asked similar to those 

questions on the Census 2000 “short” formquestions on the Census 2000 short  form
• Socio-economic data such as income, housing & 

t  i f  i   ll t d  th f commuter info is now collected every month of 
every year through the American Community 
S  (ACS)Survey (ACS)

4



Getting Ready for Census 2010
Census 2010 Overview

Key Datesy
Spring 2009- Address Canvassing (Verification)
Fall 2009- Job recruitment for census takers
Feb. to Mar. 2010- Census questionnaires mailed or 
delivered 
April 1, 2010- Census Day (return questionnaire) 
Apr. to May 2010- Group Quarters Enumerationp y p
Apr. to Jul. 2010- Census visits housing units that 
have not returned form
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
Census 2010 Overview

Questionnaire Assistance Available
Form available English + 5 Languages (Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese) 
Bilingual form (English/Spanish)
Telephone Questionnaire Assistance hotline
Q ti i  A i t  C t  ill b  t ff d ith Questionnaire Assistance Center will be staffed with 
Census Bureau employees to answer questions
Be Counted Sites will have replacement questionnairesBe Counted Sites will have replacement questionnaires
Bilingual and cultural facilitators  
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
Partnership and Promoting the Census

CAPCOG is participating in the following ways:
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
Partnership and Promoting the Census

• CAPCOG also helped the Census Bureau with the p
Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) and the 
Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)

• In PSAP, the Census Bureau asked the Council of 
Governments to be the Primary ParticipantGovernments to be the Primary Participant

• We were asked to update the boundaries of:
Census TractsCensus Tracts
Census Block Groups
Census Designated Places
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Census Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) 
Partnership and Promoting the Census

• Both tracts and block groups have “ranges” of allowed Both tracts and block groups have ranges  of allowed 
sizes

• If an area no longer meets the national criteria  then that • If an area no longer meets the national criteria, then that 
boundary warrants a change
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
CAPCOG’s Data Center

CAPCOG is designated as a Census Information Center g
providing data to the public

• Data is available on the Information Clearinghouse  • Data is available on the Information Clearinghouse, 
www.capcog.org/information-clearinghouse

Population by Age for Counties and Major CitiesPopulation by Age for Counties and Major Cities
Employment and Workforce data
American Community Survey Summaries

• Provide demographic and socio-economic data and 
analysis when requested (fee schedule may apply)
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
CAPCOG’s Data Center

How many people Over 65 are employed in the City y p p p y y
Austin?

• Census 2000: 7 105 out of 43 719• Census 2000: 7,105 out of 43,719

• ACS 2007: 8,952 +/-1,366 out of 48,123 +/-2,181

• The number of over 65 who are employed appears to 
be increasing  however  because of the margin of error  be increasing, however, because of the margin of error, 
the % of 65 and older that are employed may not be 
statistically different than 2000.
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
American Community Survey

• Socio-economic (sample data) are now collected ( p )
through the American Community Survey

• Data are collected continuously throughout the year and y g y
aggregated into period estimates

• Published ACS data are called period estimates Published ACS data are called period estimates 
because they describe the average characteristics over 
a specified period- 1, 3 & 5 year averages
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
American Community Survey

• The goal of ACS is to produce data comparable to the g p p
Census 2000 long form data

• These estimates will cover the same small areas as These estimates will cover the same small areas as 
Census 2000 but with smaller sample sizes

• Smaller sample sizes for 5 year ACS estimates results in • Smaller sample sizes for 5-year ACS estimates results in 
reductions in the reliability of estimates

• But beginning in 2010, data for small geographic areas will 
be produced every year versus once every 10 years
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Getting Ready for Census 2010
American Community Survey
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Q ti ?Questions?
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Capital Area Council of Governments U S Census BureauCapital Area Council of Governments
6800 Burleson Road
Building 310, Suite 165
Austin, TX 78744
512 916 6000

U.S. Census Bureau
Dallas Regional Office
2777 N. Stemmons Fwy, Suite 200
Dallas, TX 75207
1-866-511-5822(Toll-free line)512.916.6000

www.capcog.org 
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Community and Economic Development

1-866-511-5822(Toll-free line) 
www.census.gov/2010census
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Travis County Partnership CoordinatorCommunity and Economic Development

512-916-6184
cramser@capcog.org

Travis County Partnership Coordinator
512-864-4189
ivonne.m.espada.simeon@census.gov
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