
State of the Labor Market
in Austin-Round Rock

Brian Kelsey
Director, Community & Economic Development
Capital Area Council of Governments



Summary

Growth drives all other conversations

!ǳǎǘƛƴ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ IǳƳŀƴ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭΣέ ōǳǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
are clearly evident

.ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƛƴ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ 
emerging strengths in services
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Source: ESRI



Round Rock

Second-fastest growing city 
(100K+) in U.S. between 
July 2007 and July 2008

Growing 8x faster than U.S. 

41,500 new people since 
2000 (size of Pflugerville)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Calculations by CAPCOG.



California
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Estimated Number of People Moving from 
California to Capital Area

1992-2004 
average

2008
& 

2009
???

Source: Internal Revenue Service. Calculations by CAPCOG.



Growth
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Population and Employment Growth
in Austin-Round Rock

2009
???

Population

Employment

Source: Texas Workforce Commission, U.S. Census Bureau. Calculations by CAPCOG.



Bigger = Better?

Austin-Round Rock (2002-2007)
* Rank among 367 metro areas

180,482 net job growth (15)*

104% to 99% US average wage (328)

239,468 population growth (12)

100% to 96% US per capita income (272)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Calculations by CAPCOG.



Labor Market

8/18/2009 8



Austin Labor Shed, 2006
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

рр҈ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
someplace other than Austin.



Human Capital

Talent is our greatest economic asset, but we 
have challenges that need attention

16% of Austin residents have less than a high 
school education (Hispanics: 41%)

Recession is disproportionally impacting people 
with less educationτ84% of UI claimants in 
Travis County < postsecondary degree
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Education ROI

8/18/2009 11

1 Adult
$9.18/hr.

1 Adult, 1 Child
$17.44/hr.

2 Adults, 2 Kids
$28.51/hr.

Advanced degree 100% 92% 72%

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ100% 92% 66%

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ100% 81% 45%

High school only 81% 34% 16%

Of the jobs in Travis County requiring only a 
high school diploma, just 16% pay enough 
to support a family of two adults and two 
children without a second income.

Source: Texas Workforce Commission, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, EMSI. Calculations by CAPCOG. 
Living wage estimates come from Poverty in America (http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu).



Retiring Boomers?
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Job Growth for Employed Workers by Age Group
in Austin-Round Rock, 2007Q4-2008Q4

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Calculations by CAPCOG.



Growing Industries
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Source: EMSI. Calculations by CAPCOG.

Estimated Job Growth in 
Austin-Round Rock, 2009-10



Growing Occupations
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Source: EMSI. Calculations by CAPCOG.

Estimated Job Growth in 
Austin-Round Rock, 2009-10



Recession Over?

Source: IHS Global Insight. Calculations by CAPCOG.

Estimated Quarterly Growth in Real GMP
in Austin-Round Rock

2009Q2
0.9%



What will we learn from

this recession?
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Contact

Brian Kelsey

Capital Area Council of Governments

512-916-6183

bkelsey@capcog.org

http://www.capcog.org

http://www.datapoints.org
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